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"How might we help local 
journalists to better use technology 
and apply digital methods in order 

to overcome data deserts?"







75,523
DEATHS

1,970,909
CASES

How did we get here?

Source: Consortium of media outlets based on data from the state health departments



If they cannot fight 
the problem, they 
will fight the data



Covid-19 data blackout

➢ Official statistics website inconsistency
➢ Incomplete datasets
➢ Lack of details and padronization (Centralized Health 

System, but no centralized data infrastructure)
➢ Unjustifiable changes in the methodology
➢ Delays in the release of statistics

➢ Lack of open format datasets





Covid-10 Data Desert



Covid-19 data 
collection







Covid-19 

Transparency:

It’s time to set 

the bar higher







"Acabou matéria 
no JN" (Jair Bolsonaro)

"No more stories in JN"



"Acabou 
matéria no JN" 
(Jair Bolsonaro)



WHAT IS SERENATA?

TECHNOLOGY ENGAGEMENT



WHAT IS SERENATA?
Artificial intelligence for civic engagement and social control of public administration

Data science using open data

Multidisciplinary team: Scientists, programmers, marketers, data journalists

Open source: more than 700 volunteers in our telegram group



SO MUCH DATA WE COULD TEACH A ROBOT

THIS IS ROSIE! 

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE → SOCIAL CONTROL AND ACCOUNTABILITY

DATA PROVIDED BY HUMANS POWERS AI ALGORITHMS



SO MUCH DATA WE COULD TEACH A ROBOT

THIS IS JARBAS! 



Rosie







WHERE HAVE YOU SEEN US?



NEXT STEP: MUNICIPALITIES







Transparency as the only way 
to keep track of reality and of 

the policies that guide our lives



Thank you!

Twitter: @nataliamazotte 

nmazotte@stanford.edu


